Helen Post-Brown, owner and director of Sunbeam Chilldcare Center

shirts children at the center made for Gov. Cecil Underwood for

event raises awareness of childran's issues,

“Stand for Children’ program
to raise awareness of issues

By Debra Minor Wilson

STAFF WRITER

FAIRMONT — Children: They
may be tiny but their needs are

And today, you can stand for
thein,

* Taking piace today across the
Dation, the: fifth annval “Stand for
Children” strives to raise public
awareness of children’s issues,

The themes is “Building Safer and
Healthier Communities for All
Children,” It is sponsored by nation-
al, state ang county Child Care

ler associations,

More than 400 child-care Centers

across the state have sent tiny T- -

shirts decorated with tinier hand-
prints to Gov. Cecil Underwood ]
| raise awareness of these needs,
“Children are our ftures,” said
Helen Post-Brown, awner and direc.

107 of Sunbeam Childcare Center jn

Fajrmont. .
“ If the community they grow up

and live in isn't safe, we Won't have ;1

- fatre. .

“By focusing on the
comumumities in which we
live, the hope of ‘Stand
for Children’ camipaign is

" to create awareness of

ways that the issues in our
communities affect chil-
dren’s health and safety.”

— Helen Post-Brown

access for recreation, cOomiputer
watk. To have a safe haven to goto
be with their frieads, and not be out
on the streets.™

The children at Sunbeam Child
Care Center magde about 10 T-shirts,
decorated with gaily colored hand-

Danmy Snydar/Staft

in Fairmont, displays one of the T-
“Stand for Children Day.* The nationwide

prinis.

“Our small part as child care
providers is to help make officials
and the public aware of the need 1o
stand for children,” she said.

“The shirts are to remind us that
these little guys are the folks we're
trying to support,” she said.

The shirts have been sent to
Fairmont Mayor Nick I, Fantasia,
Tom Long, superintenden: of
Marion County Schosls, area busi-
nesses and to Gov. Underwood to
display today “to show surport for
the safety and health of the children
in West Virginiia,” she said,

“Hillary Rocham Clinton said that
it takes a vitlage fo raise z child.
And it reglly does,” Post-Brown
said.

“A child is the product of the
community. If you have a safe com-
munity, that child will fee! safe.”




